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It’s been a while since our last newsletter and we would like to welcome 

our new members to HASCA. We hope that this newsletter will help 

you get familiar with HASCA activities. For more information, please 

check out our website (see page 7)  or email us at 

hasca.nz@gmail.com. 

WELCOME 
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HASCA would like to express their sincere thanks to Pub Charity who accepted our recent funding 
application in 2015. The money has been used towards Sew-Inspired classes (see page 5). 

We would also like to thank Energizer for their sponsorship of HASCA’s new basketball and netball 
uniforms which were designed and purchased in 2014/15. (new-look uniforms on page 3!) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND THANKS  

Over the last little while, we have had some very long-standing committee members step down.  

 

Mike and Helen Lacey were the founders of HASCA. They applied for funding and ran a huge array 

of activities including balls, sports days, MERC day and so much more. Mike was HASCA’s first 

chairperson and  as manager of the North Shore YMCA, was a huge support and link to the 

homeschool community. He and Helen started the homeschool basketball and gymnastic classes at 

the YMCA. 

 

Lynn and Andy Rolston served for about 8 years on the committee. Andy was treasurer for many 

years; Lynn was librarian and housed the Homeschool Library for a couple of years while the YMCA 

was being remodelled. She was also chairperson for a year. 

 

Sandra Dawson, another long-time committee member, served in  many capacities, including netball 

coordinator and treasurer. She took care of the HASCA website and currently organises the Sewing 

Class. She also organises the Millennium Swimming and Sports Homeschool programmes. 

 

Dena Sharpe was a founding member of HASCA. She contributed with her excellent networking and 

professional skills. 

We would like to thank the Laceys, Rolstons, Sandra and Dena for all the years of service and all 

that they continue to do for the homeschool community and wish them all the best in their future 

endeavours. 

FUNDING THANKS 
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The HASCA Mini Open Day was held at the North Shore YMCA on December 15th. Rosie Boom and 

Dorinda Duthie were our special guests. Both gave great talks and were on hand to share their ad-

vice and experience. There were displays from several of the HASCA activities and other Shore-

based activities such as choir and Chinese and plenty of activities in the Hall for the children to try 

out. Thank you to Rosie, Dorinda and all the volunteers who made the day happen. 

MINI OPEN DAY 
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The HASCA netball teams had a wonderful year in 2015 with Year 8 and Year 9 winning their grade 

competitions, and Year 10+ team doing very well in their competitive senior level. 

This year, our new netball coordinator Nina Lawgun has organised senior, Year 9 and Year 4/5 teams 

and they are all ready for the 2016 season with many returning players and a few new players signing 

up. 

A Netball Open Day was held on Wednesday March 9th and the netball season officially starts in the 

first week of term 2.We are on the lookout for someone to take on the role of Junior Netball Coor-

dinator, so if that sounds like you, we’d love to hear from you! 

HASCA NETBALL TEAMS 

2015’s Winning Year 8 and Year 9 team (minus Lucy) 

HASCA BASKETBALL TEAMS 

My name is Selena and I am managing the Junior Basketball team, Homeschool Heat. We have a total 

of 7 players, boys and girls.  Homeschool Heat has had 2 grading games - won 1, lost 1.  Great play 

both games.  Games can be any time on Thursdays from 3.45pm to 5.30 so it’s a commitment to stay 

around for late games but worth the excitement.   

Anyone is allowed to watch the games as long as they are respectful of the players and umpires.  It 

is a fun learning stage at junior level so the umpire sometimes gives a player a second chance if they 

make a mistake.   

After the basketball skills which is from 2-3pm, we 

then have TEAM TIME which I think is really im-

portant to come together to practice as a team, 

encourage each other, and fine tune each player’s 

skills where needed.  As it’s a team sport I encour-

age the players to support each other on the court 

and everyone on court gets to touch the ball.  I am 

not a qualified coach, merely an enthusiastic parent 

and with the support of all the other parents of 

the players, we all make a good team.  Go 

Homeschool Heat !! Homeschool Heat team 
- they were 3rd in their 

grade in 2015 
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The Homeschool Gymnastics programme is a wonderful programme organized at the  North Shore 

YMCA on Tuesday  afternoons during term time. for children aged 4-11. While the main emphasis of 

the programme is fun and enjoyment, children are taught a wide range of gymnastic and agility skills. 

Progress is monitored by a series of graded cards.  New gymnasts are welcome to come for a free 

first session and ‘have a go’! 

YMCA HOMESCHOOL GYMNASTICS PROGRAMME  

Homeschool kids “working” hard in the gymnastics class 

YMCA HOMESCHOOL BASKETBALL TRAINING  

The basketball programme is run at the North Shore YMCA . This highly successful programme has 

been enjoyed by hundreds of home educated children over many years. It caters for players of all 

levels. The sessions are on Thursday during term time– 1-2pm for intermediate and high school age, 

and 2-3pm for primary age. This is a great place to learn ball and team skills, have exercise and 

make homeschool friends all at the same time! And who knows, after a while, your child may be keen 

to join one of our basketball teams… (see page 3) 

“HASCA basketball has helped me really learn a lot of the major funda-

mentals that I still use today at a high level of basketball. It is a great 

way to keep fit and have fun. Basketball is a great way to gain hand eye 

co-ordination and foot work. HASCA basketball has helped me to this 

day as a taller person of 6'6" to stay agile and quick and is a good way to 

see if you like basketball as a sport. The coaches here mostly have 

played at a high level and I highly recommend joining. If you aspire to 

play from school leagues to international leagues Homeschool basketball 

is a great way to start.” 

Ben Thomas 

(member of our Homeschool High School Basketball team 

– they were champs 3 years in a row and 3rd in 2015) 
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The Homeschool Sewing classes are coordinated by Sandra Dawson and taught weekly by Lynn-

Marie Young of Sew Inspired. Lessons take place on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons at 

her studio in Torbay. We have 4 classes weekly which cater to a variety of skills and abilities: begin-

ners, intermediate, and more advanced, both girls and boys! We currently provide lessons to 18 

home educated students aged 8-16 years. 

 

The sewing classes - supported by HASCA - have been running since term 3 2015, however Lynn-

Marie has always offered sewing tuition to our home educated community. Students undertake vari-

ous projects of choice each term: craft, pillows, pencil cases, bags, aprons, and clothing items: 

skirts, shirts, shorts, long pants for the more advanced sewers. Children have the option of using 

Kids Can Sew patterns, patterns of their own choice, or a selection offered by Sew Inspired. The 

tuition is excellent! 

 

Through HASCA's ‘incorporated society' status, we 

were fortunate to obtain some funding from Pub 

Charity last year which enabled a fantastic subsi-

dised term fee for HASCA members. It is our hope 

to continue to offer this opportunity at a similar 

term fee as we move forward with a new funding ap-

plication for upcoming terms. 

We'd like to thank Lynn-Marie for the service she 

provides, for her kind and gentle nature, and the 

care and patience she extends during her lessons; 

the students love their weekly sewing classes!  

SEWING CLASS 

Finished projects from the teen beginner 
and intermediate classes 

– bags, cushions, clothes, plenty of variety! 

ART CLASS 

The HASCA Art Class run by Kate Dunn has been 

popular in Term One, with around 20 students en-

rolled. Everyone seems to be enjoying it.  

This year is based on the theme 'Animals in Art'. Each 

week we look at a different animal and how it has been 

portrayed in art through history and in contemporary 

works. We use a variety of media and techniques to 

create art of our own, related to the animal of the 

week. So far we have spent time learning about cats, 

peacocks, and giraffes in art. Other animals are 

planned for the rest of the year, but which ones? 

That would be telling! 

Kate in action 



In Term 1, Roboclub offered a 4-week block of enquiry-driven workshops using LEGO Technic EV3 

Robots. Each session was a different 2.5 hour challenge- Build the strongest Tug of War machine,  

Best Jousting Robot, Build the fastest EV3 Dragster, Collect and return the bottle. 

In Term 2, we are going to investigate Sir Isaac Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion with Pneumatic and Ex-

plosive Propulsion... Using Rocket Cars! 

Children will work in pairs, and learn about the 3 laws of motion in a fun, hands-on learning 

environment. Building different rocket types each week, children will gain an understanding 

of how each works and performance variations. This will be an Engineering driven Workshop, learn-

ing through experimentation, video and hypothesis and it is suitable for children age 8/9+.  

It starts May 5th and as in Term 1 will go for 4 weeks, 

with each session being 2.5 hours. Cost $80 

(The group will follow the New Zealand Rocket Asso-

ciation Safety Code. A copy of the code must be 

signed by every parent and participating child.) 

To join up, contact Kim. 

ROBOCLUB 
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HASCA’s fantastic woodturning classes is run by the North Shore Woodturner’s Guild in Terms 1 

and Term 3 for homeschoolers aged 12 and over. For more information, please visit our website 

hasca.wordpress.com. Here are some recent photos from the classes. 

WOODTURNING 

Kids working on a Roboclub 
K’nex challenge 
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In 2015, we had HASCA homeschool groups of 44-75 people attend the Tim Bray Productions at the 

Pumphouse in Takapuna. Thank you to Lin Li Webster and Tonia Shuker-Brown for organising the 

bookings!  

This year, we have again booked a group of 37 to attend the Term 1 Tim Bray Production of The 

Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch. It promises to be a fun show! 

TIM BRAY PRODUCTIONS @ the PUMPHOUSE  

Some homeschoolers 
with the cast of the 
Santa Claus show in 
Term 4. 
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DANCEFIT is non-partner dance programme for boys and girls, that links physical activity with 

mental activeness. Research shows the concentration, coordination and self-control needed while 

learning to dance helps with other subjects. 

Taryn teaches her dance programmes in schools as part of their regular PE programme and is 

pleased to offer the DANCEFIT program to the homeschool community. The dance routines are fun 

and full of energy and the children are encouraged to relax and enjoy the music. This term they are 

focusing on balance, timing and stretching. Engaging your muscles help with balance. The children 

warm up with balancing steps, which are fun and challenging. The children also learn basic stretches 

and the importance of stretching. It is also important the children understand why counting and 

staying in time with the music helps with the overall dance performance. 

Term 2 2016-  

Thursdays at the YMCA  Northcote (Time to be confirmed) 

DANCEFIT 

HASCA WEBSITE  

By the way, all HASCA activities are listed on our website 

hasca.wordpress.com. The website also has information about 

other wonderful classes, activities happening in the homeschool 

community (like the Millennium activities, Chinese, Football, Athlet-

ics etc.) and other helpful stuff.  

So please check it out! 



All HASCA members are encouraged to use our wonderful library. See our website 

for more details, including our catalogue.  

The library, with hundreds of books and other items, is located at the North 

Shore YMCA, 5 Akoranga Drive, and you can use it whenever the YMCA is open.  

You need a key for the library, which you can arrange through the HASCA Secre-

tary. Email hasca.nz@gmail.com 

We are constantly adding great new books and other items, whether donated, pur-

chased, or acquired from Scholastic Books (the more you buy from the Book Club, 

the more credit we earn, so thank you!). 

Life of Fred 

If you are interested in borrowing volumes from the acclaimed Elementary math series, Life of 

Fred (Stanley F. Schmidt, PhD), please contact Glenn Riseborough who kindly manages this resource 

for the library: g_mr@email.com 

“Readers have called these books “off the wall”, “wacky” and “brilliant”. “Not just ‘drill and kill’, this 

is math with meaning, told in story form. Fun and engaging.” 

 

HOMESCHOOL LIBRARY 

If you like what you’ve read, get involved! Our activities are planned or organised by volun-

teers, homeschool parents just like you. All members are always welcome and are encour-

aged to come to one of our committee meetings, held once a term. If you have any ideas or 

activities that you think would benefit the homeschool community, come along or get in 

touch– either at our website, or by email. We would love to hear from you! 

THE LAST WORD. . .  

The HASCA Scholastic Book Club allows homeschoolers to access 

the same Scholastic discounts and resources as offered to regu-

lar schools. Through purchases made through the Book Club, 

HASCA earns Scholastic Rewards which are used towards re-

sources for the Homeschool Library (see above). Last year, we 

earned over 800 points. Pictured on the right are some resources 

recently added to the Library using those points. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB  
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